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John 4.43-54





Choosing the Hard Road
Watch ‘Christian Television’ – Shortly you’re told ‘God has Miracle for You!’
Biggest Churches in World Today > Places where people Get Miracles

After all WHO DOESN’T WANT A MIRACLE?

Everyone has SOME BIG PROBLEM – Desperate for God to SOLVE

3rd Interview: Pharisee in Judea, Woman in Samaria, Nobleman in Galilee

1. Footsteps of the Master

a. Celebration of Success 
JESUS told his SKEPTICAL DISCIPLES > Something Grand WILL HAPPEN
I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. John 4.35

SAMARITAN Woman DISDAINED by Disciples > Great WITNESS for Jesus

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony…And because of his (Jesus’) words many more became believers…
“this man really is the Savior of the world." 



John 4.39-42

Church Growth Doctrine > ‘WINNABLE PEOPLE’ > Fish where fish are Biting

Don’t KNOCK HEAD AGAINST CEMENT WALLS > Some NOT READY

 MOVE ON to where they ARE RESPONSIVE to the GOSPEL NOW

Orthodox Teaching according to GOSPEL of WESTERN PRAGMATISM

THUS > SURPRISING MOVE > v. 43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 

Jesus MINISTRY on Earth > Few Moments of CELEBRATION >> CONFLICT 
b. Communicated by Signs

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.

John 2.23

SIGNS > Point to Something / Someone > JESUS and His WORD

OUR TEXT > HEALING OF BOY v. 54 This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee. 

2nd in John’s Presentation of Jesus > 7 Signs > PERFECT, Complete, GOD

FIRST > Turning WATER into WINE at CANA > SECOND Sign in Galilee

FIRST Miracle at Request of his Mother / SECOND at Request of a Father

Both on THIRD Day > both FOLLOWED Rebuke > both Engendered FAITH 
GOD of Bible is SIGN MAKER: PROOF of REVELATION & REDEMPTION

	Servant
	Signs
	Significance

	   Moses
	Staff, 10 Plagues, Mt. Sinai, Glory Fire/Cloud, Manna/Quail,

Sun Stops, Wilderness Protection
	God’s Prophet,
author of   Torah / Pentateuch                     – Law of God


	Prophets


	Joshua’s Battles, Jonah’s Fish, 

Elijah / Elisha, Daniel’s Victories 
	God-endorsed Covenant Lawyers           who filed His brief against            Covenant-breaking Nations


	Jesus
	Birth/Ministry/Death/Resurrection all attested by Miraculous Signs
	He is God’s Messiah and
Savior of the World


	Apostles
	Miracles and wonders called 
‘signs’ of true Apostles;

Peter, Philip, Paul

	Authoritative, Final Witnesses of Jesus, recorded in New Testament

	Advancing Church
	Many occurrences throughout Church History when Gospel penetrates unreached darkness

	Lead new believers to God’s full             and final message in Scripture


JESUS is THE SIGN > From Him, Through Him, and to Him are ALL THINGS
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby…


Luke 2.11-12

They crucified him…and Pilate posted a sign over him reading, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 




John 19.18,19

the Son of Man…on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval
John 6.27

Interesting REALITY of Church in China, NO Signs to Direct Potential Visitors

Heard Many: “I wanted to come to BICF, but I could not find it!”
PERHAPS that MEANS that God wants US – LIVES & LIPS to BE Signs Here 

PURPOSE of Sign > INVITE you INSIDE > BUT Jews MISUNDERSTOOD 

vs. 48 "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe."

YOU PEOPLE: Not just DESPERATE FATHER >
Galileans? Jews? Herodians? WHOLE WORLD??

Jesus FRUSTRATION with MIRACLE-MONGERS > they saw MANY Signs

BUT they were NO CLOSER to HIM > Lived by SIGHT, NOT by FAITH  
c. Commitment to the Struggle 

vs. 43,44  …he left for Galilee. (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.)

DIFFICULT TO INTERPRET > Many Ideas > Some Claim INCONSISTENCY

VARIOUS IDEAS: ‘Own Country’? – SOME SAY Judea? Born in Bethlehem 

Others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?"  






John 7.41,42

i.e. Jesus LEAVES HOSTILE HOMELAND of Judea to WELCOME of Galilee

v. 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him.

PROBLEM > Jesus would be SEEKING HONOR > Praise & Welcome of MEN

If SEEKING MAN’S Honor then Jesus would be HYPOCRITICAL to Say…
He who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.







John 7.18

Jesus is that MAN OF TRUTH > Works not for HIS OWN HONOR > FATHER

Still BIGGER PROBLEM > Galilee DID NOT HONOR Jesus

v. 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there. 

1983 YEARS LATER > with a Lovely, Adventurous Wife > Amin’s Hometown

Arua, Uganda > Suffered almost TOTAL DESTRUCTION > Revenge Takers
Staff at Anglican Theol. College > 10 Students were Killed by Ugandan Army

SHOCK > MOST Citizens of Arua, Uganda > Longed for AMIN’S RETURN 

During his 8 Year REIGN > Arua was the MOST FAVORED City of Uganda

OF COURSE Galileans WELCOMED Jesus: BUZZ of Excitement Palpable!
‘Just think of what this guy CAN DO FOR US?!’ PUT our Region ON the MAP
OUTWARD ENTHUSIASM is NOT HONOR!
Synoptic Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke – Much about Galilee Ministry 

John > MUCH LESS > ch 2, 4, 6 > MIRACLES of Wine, Healing, Bread
Jesus INCREASINGLY DISAPPOINTS the Galileans > NOT THEIR MAN

LAST WORD from John about RESPONSE of Galileans to Jesus:
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 












John 6.66

BACK TO QUESTION OF INTERPRETATION 

vs. 43,44  …he left for Galilee. (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.)

WHERE is Jesus OWN COUNTRY? > JOHN is Quoting Synoptic Gospels > 
Luke’s Account of Synagogue Reading: Jesus returned to Galilee…He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up… Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'" "I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown.”

Luke 4.14-25
Jesus HOMETOWN was GALILEE
"This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 

Matthew 21.11

…when John tells us the Galileans welcomed him…he is writing with deep irony










D.A. Carson 
Jesus went Home to Galilee: Choosing Hard Road > Because they Needed Him
Pastor in HAWAII – JEALOUS! Idyllic! Yes, AMAZINGLY Beautiful Place

BUT…. Church – Great DISTANT History – 1840’s Very Large Church
One of World’s Largest 10,000 / More than 1,000 Baptized on ONE DAY!

Then I became PASTOR – And all the PEOPLE LEFT!

Their RECENT History NOT PRETTY – Split – Fighting – Pastor’s Fired!

At least we KNEW who was SHOOTING at Us in UGANDA!

Hawaiian Opponents had FLOWERED Shirts and FRIENDLY SMILES!

6 Hard Years, Esp for DAYNA – HER HomeTOWN & Home CHURCH

But Definitely GROWING Years: 1 thing I grew was GRAY Hair!
M’s Heroes in N. AFRICA & ARAB World > Henry Martyn & Samuel Zwemer 

Did NOT WIN Many People > Some would MEASURE their Work a FAILURE

‘WASTED their LIVES with NOT very WINNABLE PEOPLE’

NUMBERS ALONE NOT the STANDARD OF QUALITY MEASUREMENT

Their FAITHFULNESS Helped OPEN those Lands to GREATER RESPONSE
Advances in Arab World & North Africa Today > Thru their PRAYERS? 

JESUS to Galilee > Will of God > WORK was HARD, Results were MEAGER

Despised Samaritans turn to Christ, while many of the historic covenant community either actively oppose him or cannot progress beyond a fascination for miracles and politics…He may have been popular in Samaria, but he presses on to his homeland, where public sentiment will finally take him to Calvary. That is his mission: to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 













D.A. Carson

LIFE MOTTO of Man who Chose Hard Road > 

‘The glory of the impossible’ 



Samuel Zwemer

Level of COMFORT & CONVENIENCE HERE in BICF and BEIJING 
MANY Opportunities to Serve thru ZGC and BEYOND in BEIJING Region

If you’re NOT in Place of Service, Not Found Ministry, too Much Down Time

Perhaps BEIJING is a BEACHHEAD for you in China

ZGC is not JUST LANDING Pad but needs to be LAUNCHING Pad to Go Out

d. Confidence in the Scripture 

Jesus early Ministry in Galilee > Direct RESPONSE to OT PROPHECY

Jesus…returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali - to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles - the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned." 





Matthew 4.12-16

OT is KEY to Understand Jesus / JESUS is KEY to Understand OT
What about US? Clearly we do NOT have Specific Prophecies Guiding our Steps

BUT We DO HAVE PRINCIPLES and PROMISES > Spirit Guides thru WORD

SCRIPTURE > We Follow Jesus > thru SUFFERING unto GLORY

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 
John 12.24-26

NO CONFLICT btwn STRUGGLING & CERTAINTY we’re in RIGHT Place

A great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. 







1 Corinthians 16.9
Martin LUTHER > Translated Bible into German > Autographed Seekers Copy – 

God will not be seen, known, or comprehended except through His Word alone…Therefore, let His Book, in which He speaks to you, be commended to you; for He did not cause it to be written for no purpose. He did not want us to let it lie there in neglect, as if He were speaking with mice under the bench or with flies on the pulpit. We are to read it, to think and speak about it, and to study it, certain that He Himself (not an angel or a creature) is speaking with us in it.           

Martin Luther
2. Faith in the Messiah
FAITH both NOUN & VERB: 
Noun = Standard of Teaching, Doctrine, The Faith 

Focus Here: Faith as VERB = ACTION WORD – Living, Active, Growing Faith 

MAN’s FAITH GROWS DRAMATICALLY: Weak Beginning to Strong Finish

a. Crisis Faith
IMPORTANT Man Comes > A ROYAL – Part of COURT > OFFICIAL – Ruler

INFLUENTIAL, POWERFUL, WEALTHY, PROMINENT, with SERVANTS

IRONIC > Jewish Religious Leaders Refused to Come > POLITICIAN Comes! 

vs. 46,47  And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 

     News of MIRACLE at Wedding in Cana > Traveled throughout GALILEE

DESPERATION: RANK & RICHES did NOT EXEMPT him from SORROWS
FATHER with TERRIBLY SICK CHILD > Travels 40 kms. SEEKING HELP

COMMENDABLE Commitment: DID ALL HE COULD to HELP HIS CHILD 

Also we should CRITICIZE his Commitment > JESUS DOES

DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHO HE IS COMING TO SEE > a Mere Man?

MIRACLE WORKER that Father is COMING to SEE is –

NOT OMNISCIENT > Father had to TELL HIM about Sick Son
NOT OMNIPRESENT > Miracle Worker had to COME WITH Father to Son 
NOT OMNIPOTENT > MAYBE this Man could NOT HELP Son, Powerless? 

NOT ETERNAL > Had to HURRY and go back BEFORE Son Died 
No DOUBT VERY SINCERE in Coming – SON is DYING….
        BUT SINCERELY WRONG in KNOWING Who he was COMING TO

Though FAITH may be SMALL as MUSTARD SEED > IT WILL GROW! 

b. Clarified Faith > these COVENANT PEOPLE had OT > Should have Known
vs. 48,49 "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe." The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 

Maybe JESUS was GIVING A FAITH CHALLENGE to this Father

What do you REALLY WANT? WHY have you COME TO ME?

Some rather have a GENIE than GOD > Wanted a SHAMAN not a SAVIOR 

Father was TRULY a NOBLEMAN > Trusted Jesus whatever He WOULD DO

Another Man who Came to Jesus with GREAT CONCERN for his Son – 

“If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."  "'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 
Mark 9.22-24

SOME may Seek Miracles as NOVELTY > I am here because of REAL NEED!

I am NOT TESTING YOU > I Am TRUSTING YOU!

For this MAN > Miracle was a NEED, NOT JUST a NOVELTY

DESPERATE, Helpless Feeling of  SICK CHILD > Do Anything to HELP them!

2nd Touch > Saw Men like TREES WALKING > Now Sees All CLEARLY

c. Confident Faith > Moves from Faith in MIRACLES to Faith in MESSAGE
v. 50 Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed.

What was MAN THINKING in those NANO-SECONDS??

‘your son will live’– THAT’S IT! Are you sure? You’re not going to come? 

WHY had he walked 25 Miles?? BELIEVED Jesus COULD HEAL his Son

NOW He SAID Son HEALED, Was it WORTH the WALK? Will you TRUST?

HYMN of Resurrection > ‘Your Son Lives!’ > Accepted WORD saw NO DEED

Believed the WORD and gained PEACE > Did not RUSH HOME

Did not TRUST his WORRIES > Trusted in GOD’S WORD

The teaching of Jesus is that in spiritual things…believing is seeing, for it is only as one believes in Jesus that he sees spiritual things happening.        James Boice 

d. Confirmed Faith

vs. 51,52 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour." 

BOY Completely Healed > AT VERY MOMENT Jesus Spoke Promise

Faith based on signs and miracles must not be mistaken for true faith, which is why Jesus does not encourage it. It fails to honor God, since by it he serves us rather than the other way round. We are left with the mistaken notion that we are in a position to dictate terms to Him. Miracles and miraculous answers to prayer…may have certain value as a starting point…but they remain sterile unless they lead us on to a concern for the Christ to whom they point, and whose glory they signify. 





Bruce Milne
e. Contagious Faith

v. 53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his household believed. 

The apologetic value of miracles, though often exaggerated, should not be despised: Jesus himself can encourage faith on that basis, especially amongst those too skeptical to trust his word.




D.A. Carson

They All SAW THE PROMISED BLESSING OF THE NEW COVENANT

PETER on PENTECOST > The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off - for all whom the Lord our God will call.

Acts 2.39

PETER’S Mission to Cornelius: He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.




Acts 11.14

PAUL to Philippian Jailer > SMALLEST Man in Bible (slept on his watch)
Earlier Part of John 4 LARGEST Woman in Bible – Woman of SOME AREA
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved - you and your household." 











Acts 16.31

Applications to Our Lives – 
1. You can come to Jesus with your troubles. 
Father > GREAT ANXIETY > Desperate > No Where else to Turn but God 

You may be WEIGHED DOWN with GREAT BURDENS > Fears, Opposition

Smiling on the OUTSIDE but CRYING on the Inside > Come to Jesus NOW

He will TAKE THOSE BURDENS > He will EASE THOSE TROUBLES 

That God can heal is not a question; whether he will, and if so by what means and over what span of time, are matters for his determining. His power is real; his will is love; his love is wise…God has not changed. His Son is still the healing Christ. He waits to be entreated.





Bruce Milne

2. You can trust Jesus with things you cannot see. 

Father > FAR FROM Ailing Son > Nothing he could do > God WAS THERE

Father was BLESSED to Receive Answer in THIS LIFE > Not Always the Case 

There will always be circumstances in which we will not see God’s answer. Nevertheless, we are to go about our business. We may have to pass through the night into the bright day of the next world before we see how our prayers are answered. Still we are to believe and know that Jesus has heard and that he has answered. 








James Boice 

People I have PRAYED FOR > Shared with > DIED > Don’t Know their Fate

IN GOD’S HANDS > He is Loving, Wise, & Just > Does ALL THINGS WELL ‘God’s Trains always run on Time!”
3. You can trust Jesus when you cannot see Him. 

We can learn from Father > WE CAN ALSO LEARN FROM THE SON 

Faith – on the human side – is necessary for the operation of Jesus’ power…

Like the boy, we have never physically met Jesus but that does not limit His ability to minister to our needs. Rather it creates the context in which faith operates. 








Bruce Milne 

GOD Speaks WORD of LIFE and POWER > from 40 or 40 Million Kms. Away 

He is Omnipresent / Omniscient / Omnipotent / Eternal: NO SWEAT FOR HIM! 
Word of Living Christ NOW HEALS, SAVES, and GRANTS ETERNAL LIFE 

DISTANCE is NO OBSTACLE to Christ’s POWER and LOVE
4. No matter whom you are - God cares for you. 

End of 4th Chapter of John’s Gospel > Jesus Demonstrated God’s Love 

For  the 3 Major Areas of His World > Judea, Samaria, and Galilee

He SHOWN CONCERN & COMPASSION for ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE 

Named & Anonymous / Men & Women / Important Status & No Status

Jews & Samaritans / Highly Educated & No Formal Education

Highly Moral & Immoral / Rich & Poor / Respected & Despised

I suspect EVEN YOU would FIT in that LIST ---- Somewhere! 
The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 
John 1.9

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1.29

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3.16

…this man really is the Savior of the world.



John 4.42

CLEARLY > This Gospel is For EVERYONE > that means IT IS FOR YOU! 

*  * * * * * 

John 4:43-54

43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44(Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.) 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there. 46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 48 "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe." 49 The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 50 Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour." 53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his household believed. 54 This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee. 

